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SOAR
Peregrine School is organized through a 
framework we call SOAR, which emphasizes 
inquiry based teaching in science, outdoor 
education, arts, and responsibility. We 
practice Reggio-inspired project based 
learning. 

SCIENCE: Understanding how our world 
works. Inquiry through natural and social 
sciences; logical/mathematical thinking; 
technology 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION: Experiences 
beyond our classroom walls. Appreciation 
and understanding of nature; aesthetics; 
sensory and kinesthetic learning

ARTS: Creativity and communication. 
Creative thinking; communication through 
language, visual, performing and digital arts

RESPONSIBILITY: Becoming 
world citizens. Critical  
thinking; social and 
environmental 
responsibility; 
multiculturalism; 
mindfulness

Traditional competencies 
such as reading, writing, 
math, and technology are 
taught as individualized 
skills and in the context of 
meaningful projects. 

Science
We approach science as active 
inquiry about phenomena in our 
world. Expert teachers guide 
thematic student-led explorations, 
which follow Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS). Math 
skills are taught at the level 
of each child. We balance 
conceptual understanding, 
practice, and applications. 

Technology is used as a 
learning tool, but not a 

replacement for direct 
experience.

Outdoor  
Education
Our students learn outside, 

play outside, eat outside 
whenever possible, learn to care 

for school gardens, and spend 
time in natural places beyond our 
campus. Our yards and gardens 
are environments for being, playing 
and learning. 

Arts
All art forms—language, visual, 
performing, and digital—permeate 
integrated studies in academic 
subjects but also are taught by 
specialists in Peregrine programs, 
from patitos through sixth grade.

WHY WE ARE DIFFERENT

Low student to teacher ratios

Food program with wholesome, seasonal, mostly 
organic meals prepared on site daily.

Full daycare available and after school  
enrichments on campus

Arts specialists integrated for all students

Expert science teachers at all levels

Spanish enrichment and Chinese immersion



Responsibility
Peregrine students take care of themselves 
and each other as members of a peaceful, 
productive learning community. They are 
taught to be critical thinkers who analyze 
information, form opinions, and express values. 
They engage in their world. Multiculturalism 
and internationalism are encouraged through 
language and cultural studies. Mindfulness 
is used as a tool for self-awareness and for 
creating a peaceful community.  
Environmental responsibility is taught  
through applied projects. 
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Competencies by Grade 
Patitos: (18-30 mos) Patitos explore the world through their 
five senses. They begin to ask questions, to count, and to 
explore cause and effect. They use tools and imagine. They 
learn to express feelings, and to care for themselves and for 
each other in a community which models empathy. 

Escuelita: (2-4 yrs) Students use the out of doors as a 
teaching tool, as a sensory place in which to be and play. 
They eat outside and take weekly nature walks. They explore 
and initiate in all five art forms, use tools, learn to be a good 
friend, and care for each other and their place. 

Primaria: (4-6 yrs) Students explore natural cycles and 
participate in a year-long study of water with their expert 
science teacher. They work with their art teacher to explore 
many media, they learn Spanish from a native speaker. They 
immerse themselves in the many languages of childhood. 

Chinese immersion: (3-5 yrs) Students (Pandas) learn 
responsibility through a classroom with two languages and 
cultures. They ask deep questions and design investigations in 
math and science. They express themselves through dramatic 
play, and learn from Chinese art experts. 

Kindergarten Students learn logical habits of mind through 
student centered hands-on lessons which require higher level 
thinking and communication. They read and write through 
creating stories about their lives, and participate in fantasy 
play. They build a classroom culture based on empathy, 
problem solving, and self-regulation. 

First and second grade Students ask, “who am I in my 
community and in my world?” by forming and governing 
their own simulated community, and by participating in 
service learning projects. They ask questions and design 
investigations. They draw, label, and write about their findings, 
and integrate creative expression into academic projects. 

Third and fourth grade Students ask “who am I as an 
American, and how is my country and its history in me?” They 
do extended investigations using books, Internet research, 
and experimentation; create and share their own texts; and 
learn the habits of mind of scientists, artists, mathematicians, 
and historians. 

Fifth and sixth grade Students ask “who am I as a human 
being and how is human history and evolution in me?” They 
participate in trimester-long research projects in history and 
science which involve experimentation, critical discussion, 
and extensive writing. They invent and share creative projects, 
such as original poetry, books, and plays, as a major part of 
their integrated studies. 



Mission
Our mission is to educate children to 
be creative, critical thinkers. Innovative 
teachers utilize the latest research in child 
development to create child-centered, 
project based programs. Our emphasis is 
not on imparting a body of knowledge but 
rather on creating students who have the 
capacity for life-long learning. Ours is a 
joyful community of teachers, students, and 
parents. Together we soar!

A Private School  
in the Public Interest
Peregrine School is a part of The Peregrine Project, a 
nonprofit corporation which was founded in 2007 to 
promote education and wellness. Peregrine School has two 
campuses: Peregrine West Early Childhood Center, and 
Peregrine South ECC and Elementary School.

We respect children, teachers, and families as partners in life-
long learning and in the creation of a sustainable, dynamic 
school community. 

Our Director: Lorie Hammond, Ph. D. is a Professor Emerita 
at California State University at Sacramento, specializing in 
science, art, and bilingual education. She has forty years’ 
experience teaching in nearly every grade level, from nursery 
to graduate school. She founded the Winters Parent Nursery 
school, has worked in public schools for quality education 
and educational justice her whole career, and has written and 
published extensively on these subjects. Lorie is co-founder, 
with Dr. Elena Whitcombe, of the Peregrine Project and is a 
participating grandmother.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Suzanne Ullensvang, Chair, Resource Development 
Manager, UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden

Michelle Salemi, MS, Vice Chair, Staff Research Associate, 
Genome Center Proteomics Core, UC Davis

Renee Spenst, Ph.D, Secretary, Ducks Unlimited Program 
Manager 

Su-Fei Kuok, JD, Treasurer and Financial Manager, 
Peregrine School. First chef, and long term volunteer

Deborah Bruns, STEM Coordinator, Curriculum & 
Instruction, Yolo County Office of Education

Jack Chen, Davis Police Department Public Safety 
Telecommunicator

Carrie Gordon, MBA, Chief Strategy Officer, California 
Dental Association

Aladrian Mack, Peregrine grandparent and county-wide 
early childhood leader, advocating diversity

Crystal Olson, Ed.D, Associate Professor Emerita,  
Arts in Education, California State University, Sacramento

Bruno Pypendop, DrMedVet, DrVetSci, Dipl. ACVAA, 
Professor & Chair, Department of Surgical and Radiological 
Sciences, School of Veterinary Medicine, UC Davis

Dave Zavatson, MBA, Technology Manager, UC Davis

PARENT ADVISORS

Dario Cantu, Ph.D, Associate Professor in Systems Biology 
Department of Viticulture and Enology, UC Davis

Rosa Dominguez-Faus, PhD, Manager of STEPS, Institute of 
Transportation Studies, UC Davis

Oksana Guy, MBA International Business Commercial 
banking, including financing of schools and nonprofits

Elizabeth Harris, MBA

Jean Yamamoto, MA social work and business 
administration

SPECIAL ADVISORS 

Karen D. Benson, Ph.D, Professor Emerita, California State 
University, Sacramento

Carl Mack, Ph. D, Retired Superintendent Del Paso Heights 
School District, Associate Professor, Clinical Psychology, 
Alliant International University 

Contact Us

WEST DAVIS

Peregrine School West Early Childhood Center 
2907 Portage Bay West  
Davis, CA 95616 map 

(530) 758-8845

SOUTH DAVIS

Peregrine School South Early Childhood  
Center & Elementary School 
2650 Lillard Drive  
Davis, CA 95618

(530) 753-5500
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